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STARS is a work for full orchestra depicting four of the known stars in our galaxy.  
Each movement is a character piece musically illustrating a particular star by a 
separate pitch collection: the first movement, Sol, depicts our very own sun rising in 
the morning sky, blooming slowly from the lowest register to the highest, and uses 
elements of the pentatonic pitch collection to do so. The second movement, Sirius, 
shows the fun, playful, and unpredictable side of the itular dog star, also the 
brightest star in our night sky.  Here, a version of the diatonic set that freely and 
frequently switches between major and minor is used to keep the listener on their 
toes.  Next, the whole tone scale and a half step-minor third hexatonic scale combine 
to paint a picture of sailing on the ocean at night, uided by the north star Polaris.  
Finally, we come to VY Canis Majoris, a star so terrifyingly huge the only way I 
could think to depict it accurately was by having the orchestra play fortissimo for the 
duration of the short final movement.  A jarring octatonic cluster moves and 
transforms throughout the movement, evoking images of the shifting blood red 
surface of this star which is so large that, were it in our own solar system, its outer 
edge would reach past Saturn.  Each movement's pitch collection is also represented 
in certain structural considerations of the movement itself and of the work as a 
whole, as well as in a distinct half-step motive common to all movements, 





An arrow pointing across empty measures indicates that the player should continue 
an action, usually aleatoric, for the duration of the arrow.   
 
All extended techniques and alternative notation are explained in the score and parts 
next to the technique or notation in question. 
 
Vibraphone pitch bend is executed by placing a mallet on the node of a bar, bowing 
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3 Flutes [all dbl. picc.] 
3 Oboes 
2 Clarinets in Bb 




4 Horns in F 







I. Crotales, Claves, Suspended Cymbal, Tambourine, Floor Tom, Wood Block, 
 Glockenspiel, Marimba, Almglocken, China Cymbal, Crash Cymbal, Sizzle 
 Cymbal 
II. Vibraphone, Wood Block, Crash Cymbal, Suspended Cymbal, Slapstick, Hi-Hat, 
 Crotales [shared with I], Tam-Tam, Bell Tree, Triangle, Snare Drum, 
 Tambourine 
III. Triangle, Suspended Cymbal, Log Drum, Snare Drum [shared with II], 
 Vibraphone [shared with II], Chimes, Tam-Tam [shared with II], Bass Drum 
IV. Chimes [shared with III], Bass Drum [shared with III], Marimba [shared with I], 







I. Sol     4' 
II. Sirius     6' 
III. Polaris    8' 
IV. VY Canis Majoris  2' 












































































Clarinet in Bb 1





Horn in F 1-2
Horn in F 3-4
Trumpet in Bb 1
Trumpet in Bb 2
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